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SUBJECT: JSP TURMOIL: MODERATES ATTACK LEFT 
REF: TOKYO 10564 

SUMMARY. JAPAN SOCIALIST PARTY (JSP) MODERATES HAVE JOINED FORCES 
TO ATTACK PARTY'S HARD-CORE MARXIST WING, SOCIALISM ASSOCIATION. 
THEY WANT TO STOP ASSOCIATION'S GROWING DOMINANCE OF PARTY. 
PREVENT IT FROM CONTROLLING LATE SEPTEMBER CONVENTION WHICH WILL 
ELECT NEW CHAIRMAN AND SECGEN. ASSOCIATION HAS STUBBORNLY 
REBUFFED ATTACKS AND MEDIATORS HAVE SO FAR BEEN UNABLE TO CONCI- 
LIATE WARRING SIDES. ANIMOSITY APPEARS DEEP-ROOTED AND COULD DO 
PERMANENT DAMAGE TO PARTY UNITY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN UNUSUAL DISPLAY OF CROSS-FACTIONAL UNITY, MIDDLE-OF-ROAD 
AND RIGHT WING FACTIONS OF JSP HAVE COMBINED FORCES IN DETERMINED 
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ATTACK ON PARTY'S HARD-LINE LEFT WING. LEFTIST ELEMENTS IN 
QUESTION ARE MEMBERS OF SOCIALISM ASSOCIATION, TIGHTLY KNIT GROUP 
OF ZEALOUS. PRO-MOSCOW, ORTHODOX MARXISTS. WHILE SOCIALISM ASSO- 
CIATION’S STRENGTH AMONG DIETMEN IS LOW (SEVEN MEMBERS), ITS GRIP 
ON JSP MEMBERSHIP (NEARLY HALF OF 55,000 DUES-PAYERS) AND PARTY 
ORGANIZATIONS (ESPECIALLY PUBLICATIONS BUREAU AND YOUTH 
LEAGUE) IS INCREASINGLY POWERFUL. AT FEBRUARY 1977 JSP CONVEN- 
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TION, ASSOCIATION CONTROLLED ENOUGH DELEGATES TO DEFEAT PARTY 
PLATFORM PROPOSAL SPONSORED BY RIGHT WING LEADER SABURO EDA, WHO 
SUBSEQUENTLY LEFT PARTY TO PROTEST ITS LEFTWARD COURSE. OVER 
SHARP OBJECTIONS OF MODERATES, ASSOCIATION HAD CONVENTION 
ADOPT LEFT-ORIENTED PLATFORM WHICH, MODERATES NOW CLAIM, TURNED 
OFF VOTERS JUST PRIOR TO UPPER HOUSE ELECTION. 

2. JSP WILL HOLD CONVENTION SEPTEMBER 26-27 TO ELECT REPLACEMENTS 
FOR CHAIRMAN NARITA AND SECGEN ISHIBASHI WHO RESIGNED IN WAKE OF 
PARTY'S POOR SHOWING IN UPPER HOUSE ELECTION. SPURRED BY FEAR 
THAT ASSOCIATION OULD CONSOLIDATE ITS DOMINANCE AT CONVENTION, 
MODERATES HAVE VOWED TO BAR ASSOCIATION CANDIDATES FROM LEADER- 
SHIP POSTS AND TO ADOPT "PARTY REFORM" WHICH WOULD KEEP ASSOCIA- 
TION IN SUBORDINATE ROLE. SOME MODERATES HAVE LET IT BE KNOWN 
THEY MIGHT LEAVE JSP IF ASSOCIATION IS NOT BROUGH UNDER CONTROL, 
OTHERS WANT TO DRIVE IT OUT OF PARTY ENTIRELY. 

3. MAIN ELEMENTS OF ANTI-ASSOCIATION COALITION ARE SASAKI FACTION 
(LEFT-LEANING BUT PRO-PEKING), NEW CURRENT SOCIETY (MIDDLE-OFA 
ROAD) AND OLD EDA FACTION (RIGHT WING BUT NOW LEADERLESS). ONLY 
TRADITIONALLY PRO-MOSCOW KATSUMADA FACTION IS NOT FULLY ON ANTI- 
ASSOCIATION BANDWAGON. 

4. LABOR UNIONS WHICH SUPPORT JSP HAVE REACTED CAUTIOUSLY TO 
DEVELOPMENT OF CAMPAIGN AGAINST ASSOCIATION. WITH SOME NTABLE 
EXCEPTIONS, PRO- JSP UNIONS, MOST OF WHICH ARE MEMBERS OF JAPAN'S 
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GIANT SOHYO FEDERATION, FAVOR MODERATES BUT ARE UNWILLING TO 
TAKE THEIR SIDE FOR FEAR OF ANTAGONIZING PRO-ASSOCIATION MINORI- 
TIES WITHIN THEIR OWN RANKS. EVEN SOHYO CHAIRMAN MAKIEDA AND 
SECGEN TOMIZUKA, THEMSELVES OUTSPOKEN MODERATES, HAVE STOPPED 
SHORT OF SIDING AGAINST ASSOCIATION, ALTHOUGH THEY ARE KNOWN TO 
BE LEERY OF ASSOCIATION'S GROWING POWER. 

5. ARENA OF MODERATES' STRUGGLE AGAINST LEFT HAS BEEN JSP 
PARTY REFORM COUNCIL. IT HAS MET ONCE A WEEK SINCE JSP CHAIRMAN 
NARITA AND SECGEN ISHIBASHI RESIGNED, IN JULY, SUPPOSEDLY TO 
CONSIDER WAYS TO IMPROVE PARTY'S APPEAL TO PUBLIC, BUT IN REALITY 
SERVING AS FORUM FOR ATTACKS ON ASSOCIATION BY MODERATE DIETMEN 
WHO MAKE UP MAJORITY OF COUNCIL. IN ANTI-ASSOCIATION MANIFESTO, 
MODERATES CLAIM THEIR ATTACKS ARE NOT MERE FACTIONAL INFIGHTING 
BUT ARE AIMED AT STOPPING ASSOCIATION FROM DRAGGING PARTY TO 
EXTREME LEFT. THEY SA ASSOCIATION IS TOTALITARIAN, OVERLY 
DOCTRINAIRE CLOSED GROUP. THEY ACCUSE IT OF BEING PARTY WITHIN 
PARTY, HAVING ITS OWN SECRET MEMBERSHIP LISTS, PLATFORM, FINANCES 
AND ELECTION STRATEGY. ASSOCIATION HAS FIRMLY DENIED THESE 
CHARGES, CLAIMING IT IS MERE STUDY GROUP. ANTI-ASSOCIATION GROUP 
DEMANDED THAT ASSOCIATION PROVE ITS DENIALS BY FURNISHING 
COUNCIL WITH ITS INTERNAL DOCUMENTS, INCLUDING MEMBERSHIP LISTS. 
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ASSOCIATION INITIALLY REFUSED THIS DEMAND BUT, UNDER PRESSURE, 

AGREED TO GIVE SOME DATA (BUT NOT MEMBERSHIP LISTS) TO SECGEN 
ISHIBASHI FOR HIS INSPECTION. ASSOCIATION LEADERS HAVE ATTACKED 
THEIR CRITICS, SAYING CAMPAIGN AGAINST THEM IS EFFORT BY MONOPLY 
CAPITALISTS BENT ON "PULLING JSP'S MARXIST FANGS." 

6. EFFORTS TO CONCILIATE THE TWO SIDES HAVE FAILED. MORE-OR-LESS 
NEUTRAL KATSUMADA FACTION HAS PROPOSED SETTLEMENT FORMULA WHEREBY 
ASSOCIATION WOULD REMAIN INTACT BUT REVERT TO STATUS OF 
IDEOLOGICAL STUDY GROUP UNDER AUTHORITY OF PARTY CENTRAL EXECU- 
TIVE. NARITA AND ISHIBASHI HAVE ECHOED THAT LINE SAYING THAT, 

WHILE THERE MUST BE PLACE FOR MARXISM IN ANY SOCIALIST PARTY, 

THERE IS NO PLACE FOR AUTONOMOUS GROUP WITHIN ISP. THEY HAVE JOINED 
SOHYO LEADERSHIP IN URGING PARTY UNITY, BUT ATTACKS AND COUNTER- 
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ATTACKS SHOW NO SIGN OF ABATING, AND ALL PARTIES AGREE THAT 
PROTRACTED STRUGGLE IS DAMAGING PARTY'S ALREADY POOR PUBLIC IMAGE. 

7. COMMENT. PESSIMISTS IN SOCIALIST CAMP TELL US ANTAGONISM COULD 
EVEN RESULT IN PARTY SPLIT OR AT LEAST IN DEPARTURE OF A FEW 
MODERATES SUCH AS HIDEO DEN AND YANOSUKE NARASAKI. OPTIMISTS, 
ISHIBASHI AMONG THEM, ARE SAYING CONFLICT WILL BE SMOOTHED OVER 
BEFORE CONVENTION BY ARRANGEMENT OF WORKABLE COMPROMISE, BOTH 
ON ROLE OF ASSOCIATION AND ON SELECTION OF NEW PARTY LEADERSHIP. 

(AS REFTEL REPORTS, MAYOR ASUKATA OF YOKOHAMA IS LEADING COMPROMISE 
CANDIDATE FOR CHAIRMANSHIP WITH POSSIBILITY OF NARITA-ISHIBASHI 
RETNETION NOT TO BE RULED OUT.) WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER DIFFERENCES 
WILL EVENTUALLY BE SETTLED OR WHETHER ANTAGONISM IS TOO DEEP TO 
RECONCILE. WHAT DOES SEEM SURE IS THAT MODERATES WILL CONTINUE 
ATTACKS ON INTO LATE SEPTEMBER CONVENTION, WHEN CLIMAX IS 
EXPECTED. 
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